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INSIDE  N.l 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


September  1982  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Nov- 
ember 1,  1982,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 


1942- MT  Paul  V.  Battaglia,  P.  0.  Box  291,  West  Roxbury,  Mass.  02132 

(Canadian  & Newfoundland  Coinage) 

1943- MT  Chris  Keogh,  4500  Sojourn,  Apt.  2204,  Dallas,  Texas  75248 

(Dealer  in  Southern  Africa,  British  Silver  pre  1837) 

1944- MT  Tyge  S^ndergaard,  Ved  Aasen  71,  4700  Nastved,  Denmark 

(European  Talers,  All  Numismatics  from  Estonia, 

Latvia,  Lithuania  & Spitzbergen) 

1945- MT  Andreas  G.  Pitsillides,  P.  0.  Box  1019,  Nicosia,  Cyprus 

(Cyprus  Coins) 


***** 


DONAT ION S REP ORT ; We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  re- 
ceived since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


BASS,  Fred 
BLACKBURN,  Milt 
BRIGGS , David  G . 

EISEN,  Stuart  T. 
HELLER,  Bob 
HULSE,  Granvyl  G.,  Jr. 
KING,  E.  D. 

KRANEVELD,  Peter 


1 Coin  ($20.00) 

17  Coins  (NVS) 

21  Coins  ($58.30) 
$10.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 
400  Coins  (NVS) 

8 Coins  ($26.00) 
14  Coins  (NVS) 


NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Attribution  Service 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library.  All  books  are  new  to  our  shelves. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley 

SCHULMAN,  JACQUES.  Catalogue  271.  1880-1980.  Pub.  1980,  226pp, 

w/105  plates  and  prices  realized.  This  five  day  sale  with  a pri- 
mary emphasis  on  Dutch  coinage  commemorates  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  Schulman  firm  in  Amsterdam  and  is  almost  a numismatic 
reference  in  itself. 


Society  of  International  Numismatists 

WARDEN,  P.  GREGORY.  A Classification  of  the  Symbols  on  the  Indian 
Silver  Punch-Marked  Coins.  Pub.  1981,  75pp,  illus. 
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Albert  A.  Tom 

BANK  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.  The  Story  of  Currency  in  Australia. 

Pub.  1969,  20pp,  illus. 

KLENAU,  TYRA  GRAFIN.  Deutsches  Munzreis-Jahrbuch  1977.  Pub.  1977, 
781pp,  not  illus.  This  book  lists  the  prices  realized  on  30,000 
German  coins  sold  at  auction  throughout  the  world  in  1976. 

Randolph  Zander  (for  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society) 

HESS,  ADOLPH.  Sammlung  Klingest.  Reprint  of  the  1910  catalogue  by 
the  Frankfurt  firm  of  Adolph  Hess  Nachfolger  of  the  Russian  coin 
collection  of  Gustav  Klingest.  104pp,  12  plates.  After  72  years 
this  catalogue  remains  the  most  comprehensive  single  auction  cata- 
logue of  Russian  coins  from  1700  to  1900. 

NI  Library  Purchases 

GADOURY,  VICTOR  & DROULERS,  FREDERIC.  Les  Monnaies  Royales  Fran- 
caises  de  Louis  XIII  a Louis  XVI , 1610-1792.  Pub.  1978,  607pp, 
illus . 

SWEENY,  JAMES  0.  A Numismatic  History  of  the  Birmingham  Mint. 

Pub.  1981,  245pp , illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Albert  Tom 
for  the  donation  of  eight  other  books  of  numismatic  interest  that  will 
supplement  the  same  number  already  on  our  shelves.  This  duplication 
allows  us  to  handle  more  than  one  request  at  the  same  time.  Our 
thanks  also  to  Marvin  Fraley  for  the  gift  of  a number  of  numismatic 
magazines . 

III.  Speaking  of  magazines,  we  still  have  not  had  a reply  to  our 
June  request  for  a magazine  librarian.  There  are  at  present  51  boxes 
of  magazines  awaiting  someone  bold  enough  to  take  them  and  set  up  a 
magazine  reference  library  for  the  use  of  the  NI  membership. 

IV.  The  NI  Library  is  in  the  process  of  purchasing  books  to  supple- 
ment donations  with  the  intent  of  rounding  out  its  collection.  By 
the  next  report  we  hope  to  have  the  Western  Hemisphere  pretty  well 
covered  as  far  as  coins  are  concerned.  Tokens,  decorations,  medals 
and  paper  money  have  been  only  lightly  touched  on  for  the  present. 

Our  attention  is  now  turned  Eastward  and  we  will  begin  to  concentrate 
on  Europe.  For  this  purpose  we  are  asking  dealers  interested  in  sell- 
ing books  to  send  the  Librarian  copies  of  their  book  lists  with  prices. 
We  would  also  like  collectors  to  advise  us  if  they  know  of  a worth- 
while addition  that  we  should  have. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 

TALARI  (called  BER) ; A large  Ethiopian  silver  coin  equal  in  value  to 
the  Maria  Theresa  Thaler  (=  16  Menelik)  to  1933;  about  32  US  cents. 

A currency  reform  then  made  the  Talari  equal  to  100  Matonas  (cents) . 
This  decimal  monetary  system  lasted  until  the  end  of  the  monarchy  in 
1974.  The  BIRR  has  replaced  it  by  the  new  government  since  than. 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Membership  applicant  in  July  issue  brings  corments 

Noticed  in  the  July  BULLETIN  several  proposed  new  members.  Now  I’ve 
rarely  had  anything  to  say  against  anyone  - especially  in  writing  be- 
cause I don't  want  to  be  sued. 

Of  the  four  proposed  members  there  is  one  I know  and  quite  well.  In 
his  field  he  is  very  knowledgeable.  At  time  he  is  a genial  host  and 
is  ready  to  share  his  knowledge  with  anyone.  Before  he  aged  so  much 
he  traveled  to  quite  a few  shows  and  his  presence  was  always  known. 
He'd  rather  talk  numismatics  than  eat,  but  to  see  him  that's  hard  to 
believe . 

But  - he  loves  to  argue.  This  son  of  a Rebel  will  fight  the  Civil  War 
at  the  drop  of  a word.  He  can  be  bull-headed,  cantankerous,  obstinate 
and  quite  a few  other  things.  Wherever  Paul  E.  Garland  is,  things 
are  sure  to  be  lively,  interesting  and  eventually  relaxing. 

Welcome  aboard  Paul. 


Walt  Mason 
Rockville,  Maryland 


Plaudits  to  Grossman  article  on  Charles  X of  France 

I wish  to  commend  Lee  Grossman  for  his  article  on  Charles  X of  France 
which  appeared  in  the  July  BULLETIN . 

I wish  to  add  some  additional  comments  regarding  the  counterrevolution- 
ary activities  of  the  Comte  d 'Artois,  brother  of  Louis  XVIII,  who  was 
crowned  as  Charles  X at  the  death  of  his  brother  in  1824.  I just  read 
the  book  The  Murder  of  Napoleon  by  Ben  Weider  and  David  Hapgood  in 
which  the  authors  claim  that  through  modern  forensic  and  pathological 
testing  of  Napoleon's  hair  it  was  proven  that  he  died  on  St.  Helena 
because  of  slow  arsenic  poisoning.  Tests  showed  that  the  arsenic  was 
administered  through  a cask  of  Napoleon's  personal  wine  over  a number 
of  years.  Through  much  historical  detective  work  the  book  concludes 
that  the  poisoning  was  done  by  one  of  Napoleon's  aides  on  St.  Helena. 
This  aide  was  accused  by  the  authors,  and  some  historians,  to  have 
been  an  agent  of  the  Comte  d 'Artois,  who  was  the  most  notorious  anti- 
Napoleon  political  figure  of  his  time.  The  Comte  d' Artois  feared  that 
a Napoleon  alive  (even  in  exile)  was  a revolutionary  threat  to  the 
French  Bourbons  and  to  all  of  the  reigning  courts  of  Europe.  After 
reading  the  book  I also  agree  with  its  accusations  and  conclusions. 
Comments  are  invited  from  historians  and  amateur  history  detectives. 

Harry  Tayman 

Flushing,  New  York 
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Complaint  and  suggestion  directed  at  users  of  the  Member  Notice  Page 


I am  writing  this  letter  both  in  the  nature  of  a complaint  and  in  the 
nature  of  a suggestion. 

Over  the  years  I have  responded  to  a number  of  notices  on  the  MEMBER 
NOTICE  PAGE  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  and  very  rarely  have  I been  afforded 
the  courtesy  of  a reply.  When  one  takes  the  time  and  effort  to  pro- 
vide information  to  another  who  is  seeking  it  or  offers  a coin  to 
someone  who  is  searching  for  something  which  is  obviously  difficult 
to  locate,  I strongly  feel  that  a reply  of  some  sort  is  to  be  expected. 

To  give  a specific  example,  in  the  May  1982  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN , 
Mr.  Jayant  J.  Ruparel  of  Nairobi,  Kenya  was  seeking  several  very 
scarce  coins  of  East  Africa  for  which  coins  he  offered  "best  prices 
paid".  By  coincidence,  I had  on  my  then  current  list  one  of  the 
rarest  pieces  he  was  supposedly  seeking.  The  coin  was  in  top  condition 
and  priced  at  much,  much  less  than  catalogue  value,  which  I believe  is 
perhaps  already  low  for  such  a scarce  coin.  Additionally,  my  list  is 
a BUY  OR  BID  list,  which  means  that  a client  can  offer  even  less  for 
any  given  coin  that  the  list  priced.  I sent  a copy  of  the  list  to 
Mr.  Ruparel,  along  with  a note  pointing  out  the  piece  on  the  list  and 
also  advising  that  I had  checked  my  stock  and  regretted  that  I did  not 
have  any  of  the  other  pieces  available.  In  addition  to  my  time  and 
effort,  the  actual  cost  of  sending  the  list  to  Kenya  was  just  under 
$2.00.  Needless  to  say , to  this  date,  I have  not  even  had  the  courtesy 
of  a reply.  In  the  June  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN , I find  the  same 
member  once  again  asking  for  coins  of  Mombasa  and,  once  again  offering 
"above  average  prices  paid".  I could  once  again  offer  one  or  two  of 
the  pieces  to  Mr.  Ruparel,  but  it  would  obviously  appear  to  be  a waste 
of  time,  effort  and  postage. 

I have  now  stated  my  complaint.  This  is  my  suggestion.  By  placing  a 
notice  on  the  MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE  it  should  be  required  that  the  member 
reply  to  any  and  all  answers  received.  If  a client  is  remiss  in  this, 
he  should  be  denied  further  use  of  the  MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE.  I therefore 
feel  that  you  should  publish  this  letter  which  I would  hope  will  en- 
courage other  members  who  reply  to  notices  and  do  not  receive  the 
courtesy  of  a reply  to  so  advise  you.  By  doing  this  I believe  that 
the  "bogus"  notices  could  be  eliminated  and  only  sincere  notices  be 
published. 

I look  forward  to  your  reply  in  this  matter  and  hope  you  will  agree 
with  my  suggestion.  I assure  you,  that  I for  one,  will  not  reply  to 
any  additional  notices  unless  I can  expect  the  minimal  courtesy  of  a 
reply.  I also  advise,  that  in  the  same  post,  I will  post  a photocopy 
of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Ruparel,  so  that  he,  at  least,  will  know  my 
feelings  in  the  matter. 


James  Lorah 
Oakland  Park,  Florida 

(Ed.  : Publication  of  Mr.  Lorah's  letter  was  delayed  to  allow  Mr. 

Ruparel  to  reply.  Below  is  his  reply.) 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  24th  June,  1982.  I also  receiv- 
ed Mr.  James  Lorah’s  letter  dated  19th  June,  1982  yesterday.  The 
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reason  I did  not  reply  (to)  Mr.  Lorah's  letter  is  as  follows: 

Before  I received  Mr.  Lorah's  letter,  I had  received  other  offers  for 
the  coins  I am  looking  for.  By  purchasing  the  coins  I have  been  offer- 
ed, my  foreign  exchange  allocation  was  exhausted.  By  going  to  the 
records,  you  will  realise  that  last  year  to  pay  membership,  I sent  a 
banknote  for  sale. 

When  I received  Mr.  Lorah's  offer  (and  he  must  remember  that  his  let- 
ter of  19th  June,  took  16  days  to  reach)  and  some  others,  I made  an 
application  for  further  foreign  exchange  for  which  I received  a neg- 
ative reply.  I had  hoped  that  I will  receive  a positive  reply  (we 
are  all  optimist)  and  reply  to  Mr.  Lorah  including  the  payment. 

I have  made  an  application  for  "exchange",  and  I feel  that  I will 
succeed.  If  I do  so,  I might  be  able  to  make  exchange  payments  to 
others  who  have  offered  me  the  items. 

Basically  the  problem  has  arisen  because  the  circulation  of  N.I.  has 
increased  and  I got  more  replies  that  expected,  leading  to  use  of 
foreign  exchange  allocations. 


Jayant  Ruparel 
Nairobi , Kenya 

(Ed.  : While  we  are  in  sympathy  with  Mr.  Ruparel’s  exchange  problems 3 

we  agree  with  member  Lorah  that  persons  using  the  page  should  be  ex- 
pected to  reply  to  all  responses  received.  We  are  therefore  adding 
to  the  few  rules  of  use  of  the  page  that  all  persons  using  the  page 
are  expected  to  make  prompt  replies  to  offers  of  their  wants  or  other 
needs3  such  as  information 3 regardless  of  whether  they  still  need 
the  items  or  information. ) 


Good  results  from  member  notice  page 

I have  had  really  excellent  response  from  my  ads  on  the  member  notice 
page  and  will  keep  bothering  you  with  them  as  long  as  you  put  up  with 
me.  Once  again,  many  thanks  for  a fine  useful  publication. 

Dale  Seppa, 

Virginia,  Minnesota 

*********************************************************************** 


INFORMATION,  Please  - REPLIES 


The  BAJAZZO  token  shown  in  the  July  NI  BULLETIN  is  written  up  in  THE 
NUMISMATIST  of  February  1969  and  reprinted  in  Fuld's  book  TOKEN  COL- 
LECTORS PAGES.  The  tokens  were  used  in  the  1920's  and  1930's  in  Eng- 
land in  gambling  machines  (one-armed-bandits).  Similar  pieces  have 
the  words  CLOWN  or  FOOTBALL  on  them. 

Bruce  Smith 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana 
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OTTOMAN  COIN  WEIGHTS 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  HLM-12 

Anyone  who  has  collected  medieval  coins  know  how  much  they  may  and  do 
vary  in  weight,  not  only  because  of  devaluation  and  debasement,  but 
for  coins  of  the  same  issue. 

Many  Ottoman  gold  and  silver  coins  can  be  identified  for  denomination 
only  by  the  weight  ratios.  In  one  of  my  forthcoming  articles  on  the 
Ottoman  denominations  and  coinage,  this  will  show  clearly.  I had  plan- 
ned to  include  the  following  table  of  weights  , but  since  they  are  vir- 
tually untranslatable,  I am  not  doing  so. 

These  notes,  which  I owe  to  a friend  in  Istanbul  connected  with  the 
Redhouse  Press  (The  Dictionary) , seemed  to  me  to  be  of  sufficient  in- 
terest to  Islamic  coin  collectors  to  put  in  a special  paragraph. 

The  "MISCAL" , with  varied  spellings  according  to  the  country  and  the 
Arabic  transliteration  was,  in  Persia,  established  at  71.04  grains 
(640  miscals  to  2.97  Kgs). 

Weights:  1 miskal  = 1-1/2  dirhem 

4 denk  = 1 miskal 
4 kirat  = 1 denk 
4 bugday  = 1 kirat 
4 fitil  = 1 bugday 
2 nakir  = 1 fitil 
2 kitmir  = 1 nakir 
2 zerre  = 1 kitmir 

M^skal  is  only  used  to  refer  to  the  unit  of  weight  so  named.  In  Arabic 
it  can  bean  "something  placed  as  an  equipoise  on  the  scales  of  a balance" 

Denk  means  half  of  the  load  that  is  put  on  the  back  of  a horse.  Half  of 
the  load  is  placed  on  one  side  of  the  animal's  back  and  half  on  the  other 

Ktrat  means  carat. 

Bugday  can  refer  to  a grain  of  wheat,  as  well  as  being  the  name  for  the 
wheat  plant. 

Fitil  means  a wick  (as  a candlewick)  or  fuse. 

Nakir  means  a small  cavity  in  a date  pit.  In  Arabic  it  means  a tiny 
spot  on  a date  pit. 

Kvtmir,  in  Arabic,  refers  to  the  pellicle  enveloping  a date  pit.  In 
Turkish  it  refers  to  the  dog  of  the  Seven  Sleepers. 

Zerre  means  an  atom,  mote  or  tiny  particle.  It  is  commonly  used  to 
refer  to  the  smallest  quantity  imaginable. 

The  above  is  taken  from  p.269  of  Mehmet  Zeki  Pakalin  s Osmanli  Tamil 
Deyimleri  ve  Terimleri  Sozlugu  (Istanbul,  1946,  3 vols.).  I think 
Pakalin  is  fairly  reliable.  There  is,  however,  disagreement  as  to  the 
proportions  of  weights ; hence  I would  not  regard  the  above  as  gospel  . 

I would  not  attempt  to  translate  these  terms  into  English,  there  being 
no  English  equivalents. 
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TO  EACH  HIS  OWN 

COLLECTORS  AND  COLLECTING 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebv.,  NI  #LM-12 

Every  once  in  a while  there  arises  in  World  Coin  News  - and  other  such 
publications  - an  argument  about  the  collecting  of  NCLT  (Non-Circulating 
Legal  Tender  Coins)  specimens.  This  is  really  rather  pointless  since  we 
live  in  a free  society,  and  to  each  his  own.  The  individual  who  col- 
lects NCLT  coins  or  fancy  medals  is  much  the  same  as  the  Philatelist 
who  collects  his  stamps  in  what  is  called  "Mint,  Never  Hinged"  - for  which 
a premium,  often  substantial  is  charged.  Basically  such  individuals  are 
more  concerned  with  what  is  attractive  to  the  eye  - aesthetic  taste  - 
rather  than  what  the  object  is  for  itself.  It  is  also  a field  for  those 
who  have  plenty  of  money.  This  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  a well- 
known  corporation  has  become  wealthy  enough  to  expand  its  business,  pay 
a good  dividend  and  to  diversify.  To  the  collector  who  is  concerned  with 
coins  (or  stamps)  for  what  they  are,  the  disturbing  angle  is  to  read  the 
advertisements  about  rare  or  limited  issues'  increased  values  and  so  on. 
All  to  often  when  the  time  comes  to  sell,  the  opposite  is  true. 

But  for  the  collector  of  coins  for  what  they  actually  are,  and  do,  and 
mean,  they  may  pose  a problem  at  times.  If  he  is  aiming  at  some  sort  of 
completeness,  should  or  should  he  not,  include  such  issues,  many  of  which 
are  high  priced.  I would  suspect  that  most  collectors  who  specialize  in 
one  or  more  countries  are  usually  anxious  to  make  their  collections  as 
complete  and  as  representative  as  possible. 

This  does  not  mean  that  the  collector  of  coins,  for  what  they  are  or  do, 
does  not  have  fine  specimens.  Most  certainly  he  will  want  to  have  them 
as  near  FDC  (or  UNC)  as  is  possible,  not  particularly  for  the  beauty, 
which  is  often  lacking  but  to  show  as  clean  a specimen  as  possible  of 
something  which  has  done,  or  does  the  work  for  which  it  was  created.  For 
someone  who  wants  the  thrill  of  a hard  hunt,  try  to  find  fine  specimens 
of  Emergency  or  Wartime  issues  of  occupied  countries.  Such  coins,  in- 
variably the  very  small  change,  are  usually  poorly  struck,  in  the  least 
expensive  metals  available;  and  this  last  usually  means  that  they  also 
wear  very  poorly.  Try  to  get  good  specimens  of  the  various  wartime  is- 
sues of  the  countries  the  Nazis  occupied  in  World  War  II.  You  will  have 
your  work  cut  out  for  you. 

People  collect  for  many  reasons  - the  acquisitive  instinct , for  beauty, 
the  desire  to  have  and  to  hold  something  few  others  have,  as  a student, 
to  try  to  build  completeness,  for  investment.  It  is  difficult  to  class 
this  last  as  true  collecting  though,  it  has  done  much  harm  to  museums 
and  genuine  collectors. 

For  someone  who  wants  completeness,  or  someone  interested  in  a particu 
lar  country  or  field,  NCLT  coins  can  pose  a problem.  If  I have  such  a 
period,  country,  etc.  complete,  do  I or  do  I not,  need  to  include  NCLT? 
Since  these  last  are  usually  expensive  it  can  be  a dilemma  for  a col- 
lector or  an  exhibit. 

On  top  of  this  there  are  some  coins  which  are  on  the  border  line,  and 
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which  any  serious  collector  or  student  needs  to  take  into  account.  Con- 
sider TURKEY  which  is  the  country  about  which  this  article  is  basically 
about.  Mehmet  V Re§at  (1909-1918)  struck  silver  pieces  from  2 Piastre 
(Y48b)  to  10  Piastre  (Y50b)  to  commemorate  imperial  visits  to  certain 


2 Piastre  (Kurus) 


5 Piastre  (Kurus) 


Silver  Commems.  of  Mehmet  V's  MINT  visit  to  EDIRNE 

parts  of  the  empire  (Bursa,  Edirne,  Kosova,  Monastir  and  Salonika).  Ba- 


sically these  were  presentation  pieces,  a form  of  propaganda  or  adver- 
tisement that  was  well  known  in  that  part  of  the  world.  At  the  same 
time  they  were  indeed  legal  currency  and  a number  passed  into  circulation 
because  they  were  of  small  enough  denomination  (and  World  War  I was  on) 
so  as  to  have  no  great  value  as  souvenirs  and  small  change  was  getting 
short.  This  was,  and  is,  equally  true  about  the  "Monnaies  de  luxes" 

which  were  struck  by  both  the  Empire 
and  the  Republic.  These  last  were  legal 
tender  alright,  but  their  purchasing 
power  dependend  on  the  price  of  gold, 
by  weight. 


Monnaies  de  luxes  25  Kurus 
gold 3 1927-28 3 Y77 


During  World  War  II  when  the  situation 
looked  pretty  grim,  foreigners,  or  who- 
ever might  need  to  leave  Turkey  (Istan- 
bul) in  a hurry,  needed  some  form  of 
currency  readily  available  and  accept- 
able anywhere.  There  were  always  dollar  bills  and  sterling  notes,  the 
latter  the  more  common,  but  unfortunately  they  had  all  been  demonetized 
because  of  Nazi  forgeries.  (I  had  put  much  of  my  available  cash  into 
one  pound  and  ten  shilling  notes  when  I returned  to  Turkey  in  1938,  for 
just  such  an  eventuality.  I lost  the  lot,  as  far  as  I was  concerned  but 
we  were  "allowed  to  contribute"  them  to  the  Spitfire  Fund.)  Later,  when 
one  had  enough  paper  currency  on  hand,  if  one  could  not  buy  a dollar  check 

(on  the  black  market)  one  automatically 
put  part  of  one’s  reserves  into  gold. 

The  two  most  common  were  the  British 
Sovereign,  or  the  slightly  lighter  Ot- 
toman Regadiye  (YC51)  of  Mehmet  V.  These 
represented  a good  deal  of  money,  their 
price  being  the  price  of  gold. 


100  Kurus  (Piastre)  Gold 
of  Mohammed  V , YC51 


More  useful  as  emergency  pieces,  were 
the  smaller  denominations  of  the  mon- 
naies de  luxe,  like  the  12^  piastre 
Kurush)  . It  is  true  they  were  issued  in  limited  quantities,  but  when 
one  came  across  them  the  price  (the  Regadiye  was  face  gold  price)  was 
seldom  more  than  their  old  equivalent  because  no  one,  or  hardly  any  one, 
collected  them  as  coins.  Any  small  premium  would,  in  any  case  probably, 
have  been  less  than  the  premium  one  paid  for  a dollar  check.  This  was 


m 
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almost  equally  true  of  the  more  common  Byzantine  gold  pieces  (particularly 
if  a hoard  had  recently  come  to  light),  which  many  persons  bought  for  a 
small  gold  premium  during  the  war  when  coin  collecting  (i.e.  no  tourists) 
was  pretty  much  at  a standstill.  I had  the  good  fortune  to  look  through 
several  accumulation  for  friends  who  had  done  just  that  and  wanted  some 
idea  of  what  they  might  be  worth  to  collectors  AFTER  the  war.  For  this, 
only  an  approximation,  I used  the  Goodacre  catalogue,  A Hancttjook  of  the 
Byzantine  Coinage  (1928)  which  gave  the  pre-war  values  in  pounds  and 
shillings  sterling.  Years  later  one  such  collection  sold  in  the  eastern 
USA  for  a very  large  sum  indeed.  In  a way,  for  a time,  such  coins  were 
a legal  currency,  since  there  was  no  law  against  owning  gold  coins,  only 
for  taking  them  out  of  Turkey.  • 

It  was  equally  common  for  country  people,  with  their  profound  distrust 
of  paper  money  - which  the  demonetizing  of  the  pound  stg.  did  not  help  - 
to  put  their  savings  into  silver  or  gold  in  the  ground.  I was  privileged 
to  see  several  such  and  they  contained  gold  from  the  Roman  Emnire  through 
19th  century  Russia,  Britain,  Austria,  etc.  They  had  all  been  purchased 
by  weight  (the  local  jeweller  often  purchased  gold  and  silver  coins  for 
the  price  of  the  metals),  but  in  some  cases,  particularly  the  Roman,  they 
were  (would  be)  worth  many  times  their  actual  weight  in  gold.  But  in 
Turkey  at  that  time  the  market  for  coins  as  such  was  negligible.  Indeed, 

I myself  bought  several  small  hoards  of  coins  no  one  collected  (Trebi- 
zond,  Cyprus)  for  just  the  metal  price.  I did  see  one  small  accumula- 
tion (by  a Turkish  acquaintance)  of  40  or  50  pieces  of  Classical  Greek 
for  which  he  had  paid  little  more  than  the  silver  price,  but  which  were 
all  choice  works  of  art.  There  was  little  for  them  within  Turkey  during 
the  war,  but  no  doubt  they  were  sold  for  a handsome  sum  afterwards.  I 
always  steered  clear  of  Greek  coinage  as  there  were  so  many  forgeries  on 
the  market  and  in  general  one  had  to  be  very  knowledgeable  to  be  sure. 

As  a history  major,  and  occasionally  a teacher  of  history,  there  are  few 
artifacts  which  serve  to  make  a country,  or  a period  more  real  than  the 
coins,  later,  paper  currency. 

Ancient  coins  often  tell  students  a lot  of  history,  of  unknown  (or  little 
known)  rulers,  economics,  - distribution,  degree  of  rarity  or  commonness, 
dates,  areas  under  control  of  a specific  ruler,  trades  routes  and  so  on. 
What  many  forget  is  that  modern  coins  can  do  just  the  same,  not  because 
we  do  not  have  plenty  of  printed  accounts,  but  to  illustrate  what  eco- 
nomics and  war  can  do  to  a country;  they  may  reflect  a country’s  history 
and  its  stages  of  development.  They  are  also  often  a vehicle  for  propa- 
ganda . 

I have  a good  friend  in  Lincoln  who  always  exhibits  at  coin  shows  or 
bourses,  and  always  wins  a prize.  He  cannot  afford  a lot  of  fancy  coins 
but  he  can  take  a relatively  few  to  make  a fascinating  and  educational 
exhibit.  Apart  from  one's  personal  satisfaction,  such  exhibits  can  be 

Take  Turkey  as  a sample  country  and  let 
us  begin  with  Abdul  Hamid  II  (1876-1909) 
In  his  day  a 1/2  Piastre  (20  Paras.  0- 
287),  or  kurush  in  modern  Turkish,  was 
a silver  coin.  100  Piastres  (k)  made 
one  pound  or  Lira  (YC31  shows  his  piece 
with  flower  to  right  of  toughra).  It 
was  gold,  a little  less  in  weight  than 
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used  to  instruct  classes. 


Abdul  Hamid  II  add  Pioatre 


the  British  sovereign.  In  Turkey  of  1981  a lira,  i.e.  100  kurush,  is 
worth  a little  less  than  one  cent  USA.  It  is  a very  small  aluminum 
piece  and  there  is  no  such  coin  as  a kurush  or  piaster  anymore.  That 
is  inflation! 


piece  (C282) 
para ' 

'money'  as  well 


means 


Actually  at  the  beginning  of  Abdul  Mecid's  reign,  1839-1861  (This  is 
taken  as  the  beginning  of  the  Turkish  modern  monetary  system,  though  of 
course  it  changed  again  again  after  the  1923  War  of  Independence) , the 

| sma^est  f‘ o 1 n was  a cop- 
ter. There  was  also  a 
5 p.  (C283) , 10  p.  (C284) 
and  a 20  p.  (C285)  coins. 
Abdul  Mecid  struck  a 40 

Para  piece  (C286)  and  then  a silver  one  piaster  (C288) . This  last  is 
unusual  in  that  it  bears  no  denomination  name.  Abdul  Hamid  did  the  same 


Copper  1 Para 
Abdul  'Mecid  coins 


Copper  5 Para 


10  Para  Thick  Variety 


20  Para  Thick  Variety 


Stiver  1 Piaster 3 
Abdul  Mectd,  Issued 
without  denomination 
inscription 


Abdul  Mecid’s  40  Para  copper  coin.  Denomi- 
nation boldly  inscribed  on  each. 


with  his  own  40  p.  (Y7) 
and  silver  piaster  (Y9) . 
(The  major  difference 
being  the  Accession  Yrs: 

Abdul  Mecid  is  1255AH  (1839  AD)  and  Abdul  Hamid  II  (1293AH  or  1876).  At  a 
later  period  in  Abdul  Hamid's  reign  (his  25th  regnal  year)  billon  5 para 
pieces  (Y24)  were  struck,  as  indeed  were  10  para  pieces  (Y25) . However 

the  20  para  pieces  were  of  silver 
from  the  beginning.  In  other  words 
a coin  which  today  means  less  than 
one  mil  in  U.S.  property  valuation, 
then  in  Turkey  had  a real  purchasing 


4ft 


Abdul  Hamid's 
billon  5 para 
(.  100  silver) 
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Silver  Piaster3 
Abdul  AZIZ  issued 
without  denomination 
like  his  predeces- 
sors issue. 

power . 

Abdul  Aziz's  copper  40  Para3  1255  AH  It  was  small  change.  The 
+ Year  4 presence  of  all  these  small 

para  pieces  gives  us  some 

indication  of  the  poverty  of  much  of  the  country,  where  the  poor  could 
still  use  a coin  of  such  little  value.  It  should  be  noted  that  when  one 
translates  the  currency  of  one  country  into  the  exchange  rate  of  another, 
it  gives  one  no  real  idea  of  the  purchasing  power  of  that  coin  in  its  own 
country.  By  way  of  illustration.  In  Turkey  in  1935,  after  receiving  my 
board  and  food  for  teaching,  I was  paid  £T35  cash  per  month.  This  was 
the  equivalent  of  about  £6  sterling  in  England.  But  it  would  buy  more 
things  for  me  in  Turkey  than  the  £6  stg.  would  do  in  Britain. 


Actually  the  original  para  piece  was  a small  silver  coin  struck  in  the 
Ottoman  Empire  in  A.H.  1066,  by  Mehmet  IV  (AD  1648-1687).  It  was  valued 
at  4 times  the  existing  silver  piece  called  the  akqe  which  eventually  it 
replaced.  In  the  history  of  a nation's  currency,  there  is  something  of 
the  country's  history  reflected.  It  is  also  necessary  to  keep  in  mind 
that  in  periods  like  that,  a coin  represented  the  face  value  of  the  metal 
of  which  it  was  made.  This  was  the  reason  that  coinage  was  debased.  When 
much  of  the  world  went  off  the  gold  standard  between  the  World  Wars,  this 
situation  became  untenable  so  that  gradually  gold  and  silver  coinages 
vanished.  Metal  currency  became  as  much  as  a token  as  was  paper.  A 10 
para  piece,  1/4  piaster  or  kurush  (Y25)  in  Abdul  Hamid's  time  had  nothing 
like  the  purchasing  power  it  would  have  had  in  the  time  of  Mehmet  IV,  as 
a result  it  was  made  of  copper  or  billon. 


Abdul  Hamid's  one  para3 
or  1/40  piastre  for 
Egypt.  Y12.  Bronze 


In  point  of  fact,  during  the  reign  of  Abdul 
Hamid  himself,  the  para  itself  underwent  a 
number  of  drastic  changes  in  one  part  of  the 
Empire,  namely  Egypt.  Here,  where  poverty 
was  even  worse  than  in  Turkey  proper,  and 
coins  of  a lesser  purchasing  power  were 
needed,  on  para  (or  1/40  piaster)  (Y12)  pieces 
were  struck  in  bronze.  Try  to  locate  fine 
specimens  of  these.  By  the  year  10  of  Abdul 


1/20  G.  (2  para)  H.  1293 
EGYPT  issue.  MI SR  mint. 


1/10  g.  (4  Para) 
Ottoman  Egypt ,C-N. 


2/10  g.  (8  Para) 
Ottoman  Egypt 
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Ottoman  EGYPT  5/10  G.  or 
20  Para  (Y-16).  MI SR  mint 


Abdul  Hamid’s  Egyptian  1 kurush 
or  piaster 3 years  22-33  type. 


Hamid's  reign  the  2 paras  piece  (Y14),  the  1/10  piaster,  were  being 
struck  in  copper-nickel.  They  were  followed  by  the  8 para,  the  20  para 
(Y16)  and  towards  the  end  of  the  reign,  the  1 kurush  (piaster)  (Y 1 7) . 
This  last  overlapped  with  the  silver  kurush  (Y18,  18a).  However,  it 
must  be  noted  that  on  the  international  exchange,  the  Egyptian  piaster 
had  a higher  exchange  value  than  did  the  Turkish  one. 


Nickel  coinage  of  Sultan 
Mehmet  V Reqat  AH  1327- 


In  Turkey  proper,  the  first  nickel 
pieces  were  introduced  by  Mehmet  V 
40  Paras  Re§at.  He  struck  the  5,  (Y43),  10 

(Y44),  20  (Y45) , and  the  40  Para 

(Y46)  pieces.  Technically  40  paras  equalled  one  kurush,  but  there  was 
also  a silver  kurush. 


10  Paras 


20  Paras 


The  use  of  the  word  'kurus'  (kurush),  variously  written  in  the  Latin 
alphabet  as  'ghrush',  'grush'  and  'gersch',  which  are  phonetic  renderings 
of  the  Ottoman  script,  appear  first  in  the  reign  of  Suleman  II  (1099- 
1102  A.H.).  The  word,  in  its  turn,  came  from  the  European  ' gros ' , ' gros- 
chen' , 'groat'  (also  a silver  coin)  and  was  the  Ottoman  rendering  of 
that  word.  The  gurush  etc.  was  termed  piastre  (piaster)  by  Europeans 
in  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  trade;  thus  the  two  words,  as  far  as  Turkey 
is  concerned,  are  interchangeable.  'Kurus'  is  simply  the  modern  Turkish 
(Latin  Alphabet)  spelling. 


In  my  early  years  in  Turkey,  the  1930s,  Europeans  at  least  tended  to  use 
one  word  as  much  as  the  other;  perhaps  those  who  were  there  before  the 
era  of  the  Republic  used  'piastre'  the  commonest.  However,  gradually 
the  modern  Turkish  form  took  over  and  the  old  was  seldom  heard  in  con- 
versation . 


The  origin  of  the  word  'piastre'  seems  uncertain.  Its  etymology  usually 
is  traced  to  an  Italian  word  'pxastra',  meaning  a thin  sheet  of  metal. 
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In  view  of  the  extensive  Levant  trade  (Venice,  Genoa)  this  seems  probable. 
Others  have  suggested  'pilastes'  or  'pillars'  on  the  Spanish  coin  of  that 
name.  Certainly  the  name  'piastra'  was  used  in  Italy  for  various  coins 
from  the  late  Middle  Ages  and  this  derivation  seems  logical.  But  'pias- 
tre' itself,  as  used  in  Turkey,  was  the  French  form,  French  having  become 
the  commercial  and  diplomatic  language  of  the  Levant. 


To  return  to  the  para  coins,  the  40,  20,  and  10  para  pieces  (Y44-46)  of 
Mehmet  V Resat  and  the  40  Para  piece  (Y58)  of  Mehmet  VI  - all  nickel  - 
were  all  in  circulation  and  used  in  the  first  years  when  I was  in  Turkey. 
I do  not  remember  that  they  were  officially  demonitized.  For  the  most 
part  they  were  gradually  replaced  by  the  striking  of  the  one  kurush 
pieces  which  began  in  1935,  (Y87).  These  were  reissued  in  smaller  or 
different  forms  in  1938  (Y90) , 1947  (Y93) , 1963  (Y117a),  1975  (Y154c), 
a metal  change,  as  the  value  of  the  kurush  gradually  declined  with  in- 
flation. There  were  two  F.A.O.  issues  in  1979  (Y187)  in  bronze  and  the 
(Y187a)  in  aluminum. 


Republic  1 Kurus  1937  Revised  1 Kurus  1938-44  Holed  Brass  1 Kurus 


In  1940-42  the  government  also  issued  a brass  10  para  (Y91)  of  which 
some  80  million  pieces  were  struck.  Thqre  was  not  only  a decreasing 
use  of  them,  usually  the  change  from  buying  the  stamps  one  had  to  affix 
to  so  many  things,  an  indirect  form  of  taxation,  due  to  inflation,  but 
the  value  of  the  metal  of  which  they  were  made,  per  kilo,  became  higher 
than  its  equivalent  in  its  currency.  As  a result  they  rapidly  vanished 

due  to  hoarding  and  subsequent  melt  down  for 
scrap  metal.  The  coins  were  88%  bronze,  which 
metal  is  common  in  Eastern  Turkey,  and  10% 
aluminum.  They  did  not  wear  well  and  are  hard 
to  locate  in  good  condition. 


10  Kurus  Al-Bv.  In  a way  the  very  use  of  the  word  'para'  as  a 

coin  was  a carry-over  from  the  old  Ottoman  administration,  more  common 
for  stamps.  Taxation,  basically  was  indirect.  Thus  a tramway  ticket 

was  not  just  a charge  for  riding  on  the  tram, 
it  was  a tax  for  crossing  the  Galata  Bridge, 
a tax  for  roads  and  a tax  for  something  else. 

On  a ticket  the  sum  was  negligible,  but  each 
day  it  totalled  quite  a sum.  Anyone  on  a salary 
was  unfortunate  (one  of  the  big  problems  for  all 
government  officials,  and  hence  bribery)  because 
salaries  were  taxed  at  source,  and  there  were  no 
deductions.  At  one  period  during  World  War  II, 
if  I remember  correctly,  even  a percentage  donation,  I think  for  earth- 


Galata  "Golden  Home r 
Bridge  20  Para  token 
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quake  relief,  was  also  deducted,  along  with  the  income  tax!  There  was 
a tax  on  matches,  on  every  bottle  of  drinking  water,  on  every  official 
piece  of  paper,  on  roadsweeping  (a  different  colored  stamp  for  each  day 
of  the  week).  These  last  can  be  seen  in  a catalog  of  Revenue  stamps. 


That  type  of  tax  lingered  on  in  the  republic  after  there  weren't  any 
para  coins  left  in  circulation.  Thus,  when  the  first  official  (revenue) 
stamps  were  issued  in  1947,  there  was  a stamp  of  10  para  denomination. 

In  fact  there  were  1/4  K.  and  1/2  K.  (the  old  10  and  20  para  stamps  un- 
til 1957). 


While  dealing  with  para  demonitized  coinage,  refer- 
ence should  be  made  to  a law  of  1948  which  author- 
ized the  striking  of  a 1/2  k.  coin,  considered  ne- 
cessary for  small  change.  However,  by  the  time  the 
law  was  put  into  effect,  inflation  had  made  the  coin 
(YA92)  worthless.  According  to  mint  records  some 
150  were  struck  but  never  went  into  circulation. 

They  surface  occasionally  and  are  very  expensive  (1982  Krause/Mishler 
catalog  lists  it  for  $450  in  unc.) 


Part  II  of  TO  EACH  HIS  OWN  will  discuss  the  Gold  and  Silver  of  Ottoman 
and  Modern  Turkey.  The  Modern  Coinage  1944-1980. 
*********************************************************************** 


WHAT  DO  I COMMEMORATE? 

by  Wm.  B.  Thompson _,  NI  #LM-22 

Czechoslovakia,  100  Korona,  1948,  (Y-43) 

For  sheer  simple  beauty,  the  com- 
memorative coins  of  Czechoslivakia 
must  rank  at  (or  near)  the  top  of 
the  list.  But  then,  this  brings 
up  another  question.  Where  did  the 
name  Czechoslovakia  originate? 

Give  up?  Well,  at  the  end  of  World 
War  I,  the  Czechs  and  Slavs  were 
united  under  one  government  and 
the  name  of  the  new  country  became 
CZECH-0- SLOVAK.  This  also  helps 
explain  the  reverse  of  this  coin  which  has  the  Czech  Lion  Rampant  with 
the  Slovak  shield  on  it  with  the  name  of  the  country  around  it. 

The  Cesokos lovenska  Republika  was  proclaimed  on  October  28,  1918,  and 
Thomas  Masaryk  became  the  first  President.  This  coin,  with  the  dates 
1918  and  1948  commemorates  the  30th  anniversary  of  this  founding. 

Although  the  obverse  is  usually  found  weakly  struck,  the  designer,  0. 
Spaniel,  has  done  a wonderful  job  portraying  the  allegorical  figure  of 
a man  holding  aloft  the  branch  of  peace,  freedom  and  prosperity  and 
intertwined  throughout  with  the  flag  of  the  Republic. 

With  a mintage  of  1,000,000  in  .500  silver,  a diameter  of  31mm  and  an 
ornamented  edge,  the  value  in  BU  is  about  $7  to  10. 
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THE  "SAINT  PETER"  PENNY  OF  VIKING  YORK  ENGL AND 3 855-1534 


by  Tyge  S/ndergaard 

(Reprinted  with  permission  of  Seaby's  and  the  Author  from 
Seaby  ' s Coin  and  Medal  Bulletin,  No.  543,  Nov.  1962) 


In  Volume  I of  Koehler's  Historische  Munzbelustigung  (Nuremberg, 

1729,  pg.  17)  appear  a description  and  illustration  of  a City  of  York 
Penny,  with  the  name  of  Saint  Peter,  which  the  author  believed  to  be 
a special  "Romescot"  issue.  The  coin  is  now  identified  as  an  anonymous 
issue  of  the  local  Vikings,  and  on  the  basis  of  hoard  evidence  is  dated 
by  Mr.  R.H.M.  Dolley  to  the  first  quarter  of  the  tenth  century.  In  con- 
nection with  the  earlier  attribution,  Mr.  Sondergaard  outlines  the  his- 
tory of  "St.  Peter's  Pence"  in  England  and  describes  briefly  two  reli- 
vant  hoards  of  Anglo-Saxon  Pennies  found  in  Rome  (1843  and  1883) ( Syn- 
opsis of  Article  from  the  A.N.S.  'Numismatic  Literature' , No.  63,  4/63) 

* ** 

£in  ef)mat>li0ec  Peter6-(£rof<$en  in 
£ncj!an^ 


I*  &ef<#reibung  freflelbetf, 

«uf  bet  erjtcn  ©cite  (utb  amife^ett  obeit  tm& 
untcit  ftcljcnbe  ffmifcflfit  bit  abgefiirjten  2Borte 
« Icfen : SCI  PETRI  M.  b.  i.  Sandfci  Pecri  Mo- 
ieta ; $)e$  \>ti\\$tn  Peters  HTun^e. 

Obv.:  SCI  PETRI  M,  "Sancti  Petri  Moneta" 

Rev.:  EBORACE  CIV.,  "The  City  of  York" 

which  Koehler  thought  was  a special  "Romescot"  coin. 

This  York  penny  however,  is  an  anonymous  issue  of  the  local  Vikings, 
which  Mr.  R.H.M.  Dolley  of  the  British  Museum  has  dated  on  hoard  evi- 
dence to  the  first  quarter  of  the  tenth  century,  and  the  Sancti  Petri 
penny  dees  not,  according  to  up-to-date  numismatic  knowledge,  seem  ever 
to  have  been  a special  coin,  but  was  payable,  judging  from  the  hoards 
from  Italy,  in  current  coin  of  the  realm. 

Nevertheless  I think  that  many  coin  collectors  will  be  interested  to 
know  a little  more  about  the  "Peter's  pence"  in  England  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  question  "a  special  coin  or  not"  to  here  about  the  two 
big  finds  of  Anglo-Saxon  silver  pennies  in  Rome  in  1843  and  1883, 
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Although  the  origins  of  the  "Peter's  pence"  payments  to  the  Holy  See  are 
rather  obscure,  and  contemporary  records  scant,  certain  information  can 
be  obtained  from  the  writings  of  various  chroniclers. 

Earliest  mention  is  King  Ine  of  Wessex  (688-726  AD),  then  comes  King 
Offa  of  Mercia  (757-796),  but  generally  King  Ethelwulf  of  Wessex  (839- 
858)  is  pointed  out  as  being  the  one  who  first  took  it  tipon  himself  and 
his  country  to  render  payment  annually. 

According  to  this  last-mentioned  note,  King  Ethelwulf,  during  his  visit 
to  Rome  in  855  presented  Pope  Benedict  III  with  an  appointed  amount, 
which  was  to  be  contributed  annually  to  the  Pope  under  the  name  "Peter's 
pence" . 

This  sum  was  300  marks,  to  be  apportioned  as  follows:  100  marks  to  fill 
up  the  lamps  with  oil  on  holy  Easter-evening  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter's; 
100  marks  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul's;  and  100 
marks  for  the  Pope  personally. 

Originally  this  English  'Fomefeoh"  thus  was  a royal  present  for  the 
Pope,  but  as  early  as  King  Alfred  (872-900)  a tax  was  imposed  on  the 
English  people  to  be  paid  with  one  penny  from  every  inhabited  house 
(this  romescot  also  was  called  Hearth-penny;  and  later  with  one  penny 
from  everyone  who  owned  cattle  or  other  property,  from  which  tax  re- 
sulted in  an  annual  income  of  at  lease  30  pence  (in  the  Danelaw  80 
pence) . 

In  every  "Wapentake"  there  was  a commission  to  collect  these  pennies, 
which  were  delivered  to  the  episcopal  residence  from  every  deanery. 

According  to  an  estimate  (in  a breviary  of  Pope  Gregory  VII,  1073-1085) 
of  the  accounts  of  the  papal  chamber,  the  total  of  the  Peter's  pennies 
from  various  sources  showed  as  follows: 


Diocese 

£ 

s . 

d. 

CANTERBURY 

7 

18 

0 

ROCHESTER 

5 

12 

0 

LONDON 

16 

10 

0 

NORWICH 

21 

10 

0 

ELY 

5 

0 

0 

LINCOLN 

42 

0 

0 

CHICHESTER 

8 

0 

0 

WINCHESTER 

17 

6 

8 

EXETER 

9 

5 

0 

WORCESTER 

10 

5 

0 

HEREFORD 

6 

0 

0 

BATH 

11 

5 

0 

SALISBURY 

17 

0 

0 

COVENTRY 

10 

5 

0 

YORK 

11 

10 

0 

Total  f99~” 

6 

8 

After  the  Norman  Conquest  the  mark  was  equal  to  160d.=2/3  of  the 
pound  sterling.  Thus  300  mark  = 200  pounds. 

Charlemagne  (742-814)  established  the  monetary  system  based  on  the 
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denarius,  or  silver  penny,  240  of  which  were  struck  from  a pound  weight 
of  silver.  Thus  the  denarius  became  the  only  important  current  coin. 

Its  multiples,  the  pound  (libra)  and  the  shilling  (solidus)  were  not 
represented  in  circulation  by  real  coins  at  that  time,  but  were  "ijion- 
eys  of  account,  i.e.  numerical  expressions  for  240  pennies  and  12  pen- 
nies, respectively. 

The  mark  was  originally  a measure  of  weight  for  gold  and  silver,  and  is 
mentioned  for  the  first  time  in  England  in  857  where  it  had  a value  of 
8 ounces  = 160  pennyweights  = 5,120  grains  = 233.275  grams. 

Rather  early  on,  however,  Pope  Alexander  III  seems  in  1164  to  have 
noted  that  from  England  it  should  be  possible  to  bring  in  much  more 
than  the  traditional  sum  of  300  marks  in  Peter's  pence,  and  he  seems 
to  have  considered  that  not  only  the  300  marks  was  his,  but  also  all 
the  pennies  collected  according  to  the  law  "1  penny  from  every  house." 

We  have  published  "national  amount"  for  the  year  1185  in  which  also 
were  set  out  incomes  from  some  bishoprics,  which  at  that  time  were 
vacant,  and  whose  temporalities  therefore  were  in  the  King's  hands. 


This  account  concerns  the  dioceses  of  York  and  Worcester  for  the  year 
1185: 


Diocese 

YORK 

WORCESTER 


Total 

£ s . d . 
118  8 5 

26  6 8 


Houses 

28,421 

6,320 


Amount  to 
the  Pope 

£ s . d . 

11  10  0 

115  0 


Surplus 

£ s.  d , 
106  18  5 

15  1 8 


The  surplus  from  the  vacant  bishoprics  went  into  the  King's  cash-box 
as  is  apparent  from  some  cases  mentioned  in  the  so-called  "pipe-rolls" 
concerning  the  diocese  of  Lincoln  according  to  which  the  Peter's  pence 
came  in,  and  for  some  years  were  paid  to  the  Royal  Exchequer,  from 
which  was  paid  the  amount  due  to  the  Pope  annually,  i.e.  £42. 


As  it  must  be  assumed  that  this  surplus,  when  the  bishoprics  were  fil- 
led, would  be  the  perquisite  of  the  prelates  concerned,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  the  King  was  in  no  hurry  getting  the  vacant  bishoprics  filled, 
and  it  also  appears  from  a letter  of  October  9th  1168,  that  the  Pope 
warned  the  English  King  against  letting  the  bishoprics  Lincoln  (vacant 
1167-1172),  Bath  and  Hereford  stand  continually  vacant,  and  also 
warned  him  against  obstructing  the  free  choices  of  abbots  in  the  Abbeys 
of  Bangor  and  St.  Asaph.  "If  not,'  the  Pope  writes,  "we  could  not  do 
anything  else  but  let  the  hands  of  St.  Peter  and  our  own  hands  fall 
heavy  upon  you." 

There  appears  to  have  been  considerable  correspondence  between  the  Pope 
and  the  King,  for  centuries,  concerning  payments,  defaults,  etc  of 
Peter's  Pence. 


Finally,  the  English  Parliament,  in  the  year  1534  enacted  a resolution 
that  all  payments  from  England  to  the  Papal  Chair  (herein  expressly 
mentioned  also  the  Peter's  Pence)  should  be  prohibited,  and  presumably 
after  1534  no  more  Peter's  Pence  were  paid,  even  if  the  commitment, 
according  to  a Bull  issued  by  Pope  Paul  III  in  1549  seemed  to  exist, 
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at  any  rate  so  far  as  the  Pope  was  concerned.  (Paul  III  granted  in  the 
year  1549  to  the  so-called  Archive  collegium  in  Rome  the  income  from  the 
English  Peter's  pence  belonging  to  the  Papal  Chair). 

The  complete  and  definite  abolition  followed  in  the  year  1559. 

The  Italian  Hoards:  In  1843  — after  the  destruction  of  St.  Paul's 

Church  in  Rome  by  fire,  the  ruins  of  the  old  bell  tower  were  demolished. 
Under  the  foundation  of  the  tower  was  found  a rich  treasure  from  olden 
times  (see  Quintino  in  "Menorie  Della  Reale  Accademia  Delle  Scienze  Di 
Torino,"  Serie  II,  Vol.  IX-X  (1849),  pages  1-116)  consisting  of  more 
than  1000  silver  pennies,  which  originated  from  the  end  of  the  tenth 
century  or  from  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  century. 

In  this  treasure  one  finds  more  than  60  different  coins:  nearly  all 
European  nations  are  represented;  the  majority  of  them  are  Italian 
coins,  then  the  French  ones  follow;  and  thirdly  in  quantity  come  the 
Anglo-Saxon  coins;  then  the  German,  the  Dutch  and  the  Hungarian,  etc. 

The  number  of  Anglo-Saxon  coins  was  more  than  100;  about  one-third  of 
these  coins  show  the  stamp  of  King  Edward  the  Confessor  (1042-1066). 

The  Anglo-Saxon  coins  remaining  are  from  earlier  reigns . 

In  the  year  1883  during  excavations  at  the  Forum  in  Rome  (at  the  foot 
of  the  Palatine  Hill,  where  in  ancient  times  the  House  of  the  Vestal 
Virgins  stood)  were  found  835  coins  (see  De  Rossi  in  "Notizie  Degli 
Schavi  Di  Antichita,"  1883,  page  487  f£ ) and  of  these  830  were  Anglo- 
Saxon  pennies . 

The  earliest  of  these  are  issues  of  King  Eadmund  940-946)  and  King 
Onlaf  II  of  Northumberland  (940-947) . 

About  that  time  the  coins  must  have  been  collected  and  sent  to  Rome. 
None  of  the  coins  can  be  dated  later  than  947. 

Concerning  the  time  at  which  these  coins  were  minted,  this  collection 
extends  from  the  last  three  decades  of  the  ninth  century  to  the 
middle  of  the  tenth  century.  The  greater  proportion  of  these  coins 
(393)  were  minted  by  King  AEthelstan  (924-940). 

Furthermore,  in  the  mug  where  the  coins  lay  was  found  a double-clasp 
of  silver  with  the  inscription  "DOMINO  MARINO  PAPA,"  which  must  mean 
Marinus  II,  who  was  a Pope  contemporary  (942-946)  with  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Kings  Eadmund  and  Onlaf  II. 

The  conclusion  must  be  that  the  hoard  found  in  Rome  was  a quantity  of 
the  Peter's  Pence  which  about  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century  mostly 
came  from  England,  and  that  they  were  collected  from  door  to  door,  one 
by  one,  haphazardly. 

Such  hoards  tend  to  bear  out  the  hypothesis  that  while  England  was  the 
first  and  in  the  ninth  century  the  only  nation,  which  paid  this  tri- 
bute, yet  it  was  not  until  later  that  other  western  Christian  nations 
were  relieved  of  this  tax. 

I would  like  to  state  here  that  the  modern  term  "Peter's  Pence"  is 
applied  to  a voluntary  gift  paid  to  the  Holy  See  by  catholic  countries. 
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It  was  at  first  paid  in  Vienna  in  1860  to  compensate  the  Pope  for  the 
loss  of  revenue  occasioned  by  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy 
and  so  large  an  amount  came  in,  that  Pope  Pius  IX  was  not  only  able  to 
refuse  the  3^  million  lira  which  the  Italian  government  offered  in  1870, 
but  he  also  was  able  to  deposit  big  amounts  in  foreign  banks,  which 
after  his  death  fell  to  the  Holy  See. 

Even  if  the  monetary  value  of  the  coins  found  in  Rome  in  1843  and  1883 
is  not  especially  high  (the  830  Anglo-Saxon  pennies  from  the  Forum 
amounted  to  only  about  one  fifty-eighth  of  the  actual  sum  which  King 
i^Ethelwulf  formerly  promised  the  Pope  should  be  an  annual  gift  from 
his  kingdom)  such  finds  of  course  are  of  great  interest  historically 
and  otherwise  for  here  one  has  visual  documentary  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  the  tribute  was  collected  according  to  the  law  of  "one  penny  from 
every  house." 

As  it  is  said:  "little  and  often  fills  the  purse,"  we  see  that  in  the 
course  of  about  700  years,  nearly  140,000  good  English  pounds  went 
straight  into  the  Pope's  cash-box,  and  that  means  more  than  33  million 
pennies  were  collected  from  door  to  door,  besides  the  probably  greater 
surplus  sum  which  vanished  into  the  bishops'  pockets. 

This  article  is  primarily  based  on  an  "Inaugural  Dissertation”  from  the 
University  of  Rostock,  Germany:  Dr.  0.  Jensen,  "Der  Englische  Peters- 
pfennig  und  die  Lehenssteur  aus  England  und  Irland  an  den  Papststuhl 
im  Mittelalter."  Printed  in  Heidelberg  1903,  and  in  which  can  be  found 
many  source-references.  Besides  aare  used  Koehler's  work  and  various 
old  and  new  dictionaries  and  encyclopaediae  in  the  English,  German  and 
Danish  languages . 


Post  Script 


For  some  years  archaeological  excavations  have  taken  place  in  the  City 
of  York,  and  in  the  summer  of  1980  a sensational  (as  regards  to  numis- 
matics) find  was  made  which  roust  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  my 
above  article: 


The  coin- stamp  in  full 
and  with  the  stamp  side 
forward. 


Here  you  see  a Viking's  sword  with  the  hammer 
of  THOR 3 together  with  a shortened  - and  of 
course  in  mirror  image  - inscription:  SANCTI 

PETRI  M0NETA . 
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The  item  found  is  a coin  stamp/die  made  of  iron.  According  to  its 
engraving  it  can  be  dated  to  about  920  AD. 

This  unique  piece  has  been  used  for  coining  of  another  sort  of  "Peter's 
Pence"  than  the  one  in  Koehler. 

The  name  of  the  apostle  appears  in  a two-lined  inscription  across  the 
coin.  Together  with  the  inscription  occur  also  a Viking's  sword  as 
does  the  hammer -symbol  of  the  heathen  god  THOR. 

As  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dolley  the  "Koehler-Pence"  is  thought  to  be  an  anony- 
mous issue  of  the  local  Vikings  in  York,  and  the  engraving  in  the  new 
found  coinstamp  with  all  obviousness  tells  us  about  the  close  connections 
between  the  Christian  Anglo-Saxons  and  the  heathen  Vikings  living  side 
by  side  in  the  City  of  York  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  tenth  century. 

************************************************************************ 

WHAT  DO  I COMMEMORATE? 

by  Vhn.  B.  Thompson,  NI  #LM-22 

Norway,  25  Kroner,  1970,  (Y-75) 


P.  T.  Barnum  once  said  there  was  a sucker  born  every  minute,  and  I am 
a living,  breathing  example  - that  is  when  it  comes  to  pretty  coins 
with  which  I am  not  familiar.  The  one  pictured  above  is  a perfect 
example.  I bought  it  in  Dallas  last  year  at  N.I.C.E.  for  one  reason. 
It  reminded  me  of  the  great  Sir  Winston  Churchill  as  he  raised  two 
fingers  of  one  hand  in  a symbol  of  Victory  to  inspire  the  whole  free 
world  to  keep  fighting.  (This  same  "V"  appears  on  the  5C  coins  of 
Canada  of  1943  to  1945.)  In  the  top  of  the  "V”  we  see  the  symbol  of 
King  Haakon  VII  (Crowned  H with  a 7 superimposed) , and  across  the  "V" 
is  FRIGJ0RINGEN , which  translates  FREEDOM.  Across  the  bottom  of  the 
"V" , the  date.  May  8th,  1945,  and  under  this,  the  date,  1970.  This 
is  all  portrayed  to  commemorate  the  25th  anniversary  of  liberation  at 
the  end  of  World  War  II. 

The  reverse  pictures  Kings  Haakon  VII  and  Olav  V.  (Haakon  VII  was 
King  when  the  event  took  place  and  Olav  V was  King  when  the  coin  was 
minted.)  Under  their  busts  we  translate  ALL  FOR  NORWAY.  Another 
beautiful  foreign  coin  with  a mintage  of  1,204,000  in  .875  fine  sil- 
ver. It  has  a diameter  of  40mm,  a weight  of  29  grams  and  has  a 
security  edge. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C^  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  (CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints 
for  the  particular  year. 

IRAN  (Continued  from  last  month):  YB140  - 1343 , 1346,  1349;  YC140  - 

1338;  YC140a  - 1340,  1342,  1345,  1346;  YC140b  - 1350,  1351,  1352,  1354; 
YD140  - 1338;  Y149  - 1346,  1348;  Y149a  - 1353;  Y151  - 1350;  Y152  - 1351 

IRAQ:  Y1  - 1352;  Y2  - 1349;  Y4  - 1349;  Y7  - 1350;  Y8  - 1357;  Y9  - 1357 

Y9a  - 1938  dot;  Y9b  - C;  YlOb  - C ; Yll  - 1938;  Y12  - 1937,  19381;  Y13  - 
C;  Y15  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y47  - C;  Y48  - C. 

IRELAND : C5  - 1805;  C12  - C;  Y1  - 1928,  1930;  Y2  - 1928,  1933;  Y3  - C; 

Y4  - CX  (1933);  Y5  - C ; Y6  - 1928;  Y8  - 1934;  Y9  - 1953,  1959,  1966; 

Y10  - CX  (1939,  1940,  1943,  1949,  1967);  Yll  - C;  Y12a  - 1942,  1956, 

1961,  1962,  1964,  1966;  Y13a  - 1956,  1958,  1959,  1961,  1962,  1963, 

1964,  1965,  1967;  Y14a  - CX  (1955,  1960,  1963,  1968);  Y15a  - 1961, 

1962,  1964,  1966,  1967;  Y16a  - 1961,  1962,  1964,  1966;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - 
1971;  Y19  - 1971;  Y20  - 1971,  1975,  1980;  Y21  - 1969,  1970;  Y22  - 1976. 

ISLE  OF  MAN:  Fr.  7 - 1733,  1798;  C7  - 1839;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1971;  Y3  - 
1971;  Y4  - 1971;  Y18  - 1976. 

ISRAEL  - Palestine:  Y1  - 1927,  1935,  1944,  1946;  Y2  - 1927;  Y31  - 

1935,  1939;  Y4  - 1927,  1935,  1941,  1946;  Y6  - 1935,  1939;  Y4  - 1935. 
Israel:  Y1  - 5709  closed  link;  Y2  - 5709  w/pearl;  Y3  - 5709  w/o  pearl; 

Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y5a  - C;  Y5b  - C;  Y6  - 5709  w/pearl;  Y7  - C ; Y8  - CX 

(5714);  Y9  - C;  Y10  - C;  Y12  - 5709  w/o  pearl;  Y22  - 5720  w/serif  sm. 

date,  5721  wide  date,  5722  all,  5723,  5724,  5726,  5728,  5729,  5730, 
5733,  5734,  5736,  5737;  Y22a  - 1980;  Y24  - CX  (5721  ICI,  5722,  5724, 
5727,  5730);  Y24b  - C to  5740  X (5737);  Y25  - CX  (5722  sm.  date,  5724 

all,  5725);  Y25a  - 5737;  Y25b  - 5738,  5739,  5740;  Y26  - CX  (5721, 

5724,  5725,  5727,  5731,  5732,  5735);  Y26a  - 5738,  5740;  Y36  - C to 
5740  X (5727,  5730,  5731,  5732);  Y36a  - 5732;  Y37  - 5723,  5726;  Y46  - 
C to  5738  X )5731,  5736). 

ITALY  - Italian  States : 

Lombardy-Venetia:  C12  - 1843V;  C29  - 1852M;  C30  - 1852V. 

Naples  & Sicily:  C33  - 1792;  C37  - 1790;  C39  - 1789. 

Parma:  C26  - 1815. 

Sardinia:  C58  - 1795. 

ITALY:  Y6  - 1861M,  1867M;  Y7  - 1867M;  Y8  - 1861M;  Y9  - 1862M,  1866T, 

1867T ; Y15  - CX  (186 7T)  ; Y16  - 1867N;  Y22  - 1899,  1900;  Y23  - 1879; 

Y25  - 1893R,  1894BI,R;  Y26  - C;  Y28  - 1887;  Y29  - 1884;  Y35  - 1904R; 

Y36  - 1908;  Y37  - 1903;  Y38  - 1907;  Y43  - 1914,  1915;  Y44  - 1911; 

Y45  - 1913;  Y47  - C to  1922  X (1912,  1914,  1919);  Y50  - 1917;  Y61  - 
CX  (1921,  1922,  1923,  1931,  1934,  1935,  1936,  1937);  Y62  - 1920,  1921, 
1924,  1925,  1926,  1929,  1933;  Y63  - CX  (1920);  Y64  - 1920,  1921,  1925; 
Y64a  - 1920;  Y65  - 1922,  1923,  1924;  Y66  - 1923,  1924,  1925;  Y67  - 
1927;  Y77  - 1939;  Y77a  - 1942;  Y78  - 1937,  1939;  Y78a  - 1941. 

(To  be  continued  next  month) 
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NUMISMATIC  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE 


by  Geovae  H.  Beoht , Rochester,  Minnesota,  NI  #1651 


ACROSS 


1. 

Small  coin  of  Hindustan 

33. 

Conflagration 

4. 

Chinese  punch-mark 

34. 

Snatch 

8. 

Tuscan  ten  Lire 

35. 

Ingot 

12. 

Upset 

36. 

Teacher 

13. 

Rodent like  mammal 

37. 

Talismanic  medal 

14. 

Yemeni  seaport 

39. 

Interjection 

15. 

Retriever 

40. 

One 

17. 

Nickname  for  Sou 

41. 

Tie  up  artery 

18. 

Poisonous  gas 

45. 

French  unit  of  weight 

19. 

Chinese  Cowrie 

48. 

Pioneer  gold  engraver 

21. 

Delirium  tremens  : abbr. 

50. 

Moslem  nobleman 

22. 

Spanish  ten  Reales 

51. 

Burden 

26. 

Lepta 

52. 

Hundredth  Korean  Yang 

29. 

Swedish  coin 

53. 

Tenth  of  Dollar 

30. 

Hebrew  letter 

54. 

Sung  retreat 

31. 

Persian  poet 

55. 

Age 

32. 

Chinese  silver  ingot 
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DOWN 


1.  Hawaiian  coin 

2.  Hebrew  month 

3.  Gangs 

4.  Church  songs 

5.  Netherworld 

6.  Gold 

7.  Ragusan  12  Grossi 

8.  Persian  gold  coin 

9.  Tokyo 

10.  Cambodian  silver  ingot 

11.  Conjunction 

16.  Scotch  gold  coin 
20.  Point  of  compass 

23.  Segment 

24.  Obsidional  coin  of  Gerona 

25.  Loner 

26.  Madam:  It. 


27.  Muslim  cleric 

28.  Forbidden 

29.  Paddle 

32.  50  Stuivers  of  Brabant 

33.  Smoke  Farthings 

35 . Son  of : Heb . 

36.  Craving 

38.  Money 

39.  Weisspfennig 

42 . Summit 

43.  God  of  thunder 

44.  Sicilian  volcano 

45.  Demented 

46.  Friend:  Fr. 

47.  Edge  of  coin 
49.  Single  unit 


The  solution  to  this  NUMISMATIC  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE  will  appear  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN . 

********************************************************************* 

TAIWAN  CAMP  SCRIP  FOR  WW  II  JAPANESE  POW’S 

by  Ted  Uhl3  Aubiamdale , Florida , NLG 
(Reprinted  with  permission  from  his  1981  list) 


This  scrip  was  issued 
during  World  War  II 
by  Taiwan  for  Japanese 
prisoners  of  war.  All 
Japanese  WW  II  P.O.W. 
Camp  Notes  are  extreme- 
ly rare  and  seldom,  if 
ever,  appear  on  the 
market.  ( A . Ed.  : In 

total  opposite  of  the 
Japanese  issued  Invasion 
Notes  which  are  just 
about  beginning  to  be 
pushed  out  of  the  corn- 
corn  category,  in  gener- 
al.) 


1 Yen  P.O.W.  Scrip.  The 

smaller 


10  Sen  piece  is  slighly 
in  size. 


The  10  Sen  scrip  has 
black  printing  and  a 
red  stamp.  The  1 Yen 
scrip  has  red  printing 
and  a red  stamp  (il- 
lustrated to  left). 


*********************************************************************** 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Reviewers  are  invited  to  send  a review  of  any  of  the  following  publi- 
cations which  have  recently  been  announced  by  the  respective  publishers.) 

STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS3  1983  Edition . This  latest  edition  of 
Krause  Publications'  standard  guide  features:  accurate  listings  for 

over  1,300  coin-issuing  countries,  states,  provinces  and  cities;  over 
74,500  coins  listed  by  date  and  mint;  current  market  valuations  in  up 
to  four  grades  of  preservation;  actual  bullion  weights  for  platinum, 
silver  and  gold  coins;  an  Instant  Identifier  for  determining  issuing 
countries;  over  40,000  actual  size  photos;  and  2.016  pages  in  an  8-1/4" 
x 10-7/8"  format.  Available  from  Krause  Publications,  Dept.  BDB,  700 
E.  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990  or  from  coin  dealers  who  handle  books. 
$32.50  Postpaid. 


TEE  GOLD  HALF  SOVEREIGN.  B.  A.  Seaby  Ltd.  recently  announced  the  avail- 
ability of  this  new  reference  by  Michael  A.  Marsh,  F.R.N.S.  Author 
Marsh  has  produced  another  superbly  bound  book  on  a major  British  gold 
coin.  The  book  covers  the  currency  half  sovereign  from  its  inception 
in  1817  until  it  was  last  struck  during  the  reign  of  George  V.  Rarity 
ratings  are  given,  new  varieties  fully  described,  and  every  half  sov- 
ereign is  separately  listed  and  numbered  for  easy  reference.  A guide 
to  values  is  given,  mintage  figures  are  listed,  and  there  are  23  sup- 
erb plates  that  clearly  illustrate  every  type.  64pp,  hardback  and  dust 
cover.  Available  from  E.  A.  Seaby  Ltd.,  Audley  House,  11  Margaret  St., 
London  WIN  8AT , England.  £5.00  + 75p  postage  and  packing  ($12  + $2 
seamail) . 


Sylloge3  Nurnmovum  Graecorvm,  The  Royal  Collection  of  Coins  and  Medals 3 
Danish  National  Museum.  This  monumental  work  is  available  for  a pre- 
subscription price  of  $795.00  through  August  15th  from  Sunrise  Publi- 
cations, Inc.,  16  BeaverAve.,  P.  0.  Box  509,  West  Milford,  N.J.  07480. 
Individual  volumes  are  prices  as  follows: 


VOL.  I 
VOL.  II 
VOL.  Ill 

VOL.  IV 
VOL.  V 
VOL.  VI 
VOL.  VII 


Italy  and  Sicily  (Vols . 1-5) 

Thrace  and  Macedonia  (Vols.  6-10) 
Greece:  Thessaly  to  Aegean  Islands 

(Vols.  11-17) 

Bosporus  to  Lesbos  (Vols.  18-21) 
Ionia,  Caria  and  Lydia  (Vols.  22-28) 
Phrygia  to  Cilicia  (Vols.  29-33) 
Cyprus  to  India  (Vol.  34-39) 


$135.00 

125.00 

165.00 

125.00 

165.00 

135.00 
135.00 


ANTIK  ROMA  SIKKELERI  CATALOGU  (Catalog  of  Ancient  Roman  Coins) . This 
new  work  follows  an  earlier  catalog  on  Greek  Coins  of  the  Ancient  World. 
It  is  available  from  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.J. 
07670  or  from  the  author,  Erdogan  Acak,  Babiali  Cadd.  Tesvire  Han, 

Kat:l,  14/15,  Cagaoglu,  Istanbul.  T.C,  (See  the  Book  Reviews  section 
herein  for  a review  of  the  work.) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Albert  Pick  and  Dr.  Jens-Uwe  Rixen.  PAPIERGELD  SPEZIA LKA TALOG  DEUTSCH- 
LAND 1874-1980 . 1982,  cloth,  408pp,  illus.  Battenberg  Verlag,  Munchen. 

In  their  new  catalogue  Albert  Pick  and  Dr.  Rixen  present  a complete 
listing  of  German  paper  money  in  an  attractive  format,  introducing 
interesting  innovations  such  as  tabular  layout  for  ease  in  locating 
letter  prefixes  and  complete  descriptions  of  specimen  notes.  Over 
400  pages  long  and  tastefully  bound  in  a maroon  cloth  cover  with  a 
black  red  gold  dust  jacket,  this  specialists  catalogue  will  be  the 
authority  for  official  German  paper  money  issues  for  many  years  to  come. 

A memoriam  to  the  late  Dr.  Arnold  Keller  (1897-1972)  in  the  foreword 
acknowledges  his  superb  contributions  to  the  paper  money  field.  An 
eleven  page  discussion  of  German  paper  issues  follows,  including  his- 
tory and  background,  characteristics  such  as  dates,  signatures,  serial 
numbers,  denominations,  watermarks,  printers,  specimen  and  essay  notes. 
There  is  also  a short  discussion  of  counterfeits.  Although  the  text 
is  in  German  even  a modicum  of  the  language  suffices  to  use  the  cata- 
logue with  ease. 

From  the  matchless  resources  of  the  Bayerische  Hypotheken  und  Wechsel 
Bank  Pick  Collection  in  Munich  come  the  unusually  high  quality  black 
and  white  illustrations  depicting  the  obverse  of  nearly  every  major 
type  issue  from  the  very  earliest  to  the  most  recent.  A complete  de- 
scription of  the  reverse  is  included. 

New  material  is  found  in  the  section  about  essay  notes  and  their  de- 
signs between  1893  and  1942.  Arranged  in  chronological  order  from 
German  Empire  notes  after  1874  through  occupation  authority  and  war- 
time emergency  issues,  the  section  on  the  inflation  period  is  particul- 
arly well  covered.  Notes  of  West  Germany  are  in  a separate  section 
and  lists  replacements  and  varieties  as  well  as  signatures.  The  notes 
of  East  Germany  include  all  issues  from  the  1948  currency  reform  to 
the  currently  circulating  notes.  Occupation  issues  of  World  War  I 
include  Belgium,  Poland  and  Russia  of  1914-18  and  Romania  1916-18  with 
details  of  military  emergency  issues  used  in  Turkey  and  Persia.  Mili- 
tary issues  of  1939-45  are  given  in  detail,  and  include  overprints  as 
well  as  the  occupation  issues  for  Czechoslovakia,  Poland,  Urkraine  and 
Laibach . 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  book  is  the  coverage  of  the  banknotes  of 
the  German  States.  This  section  begins  with  the  issues  of  Baden,  Saxon, 
Bavaria  and  Wiirttemburg,  followed  by  the  notes  of  the  old  German  States 
from  Anhalt  through  Fiirst  Ysenburg-Budingen  in  Ober-Hessen,  predating 
the  German  unification  of  1871,  and  go  back  to  the  very  earliest  German 
bank  notes  issues. 

There  follows  sections  on  German  "Konverssionkassenscheine"  of  the 
1933-45  period  and  German  colonial  and  overseas  bank  issues  with  ex- 
cellent illustrations  of  the  colorful  notes  of  German  East  Africa  and 
the  German  Asiatic  Bank. 

An  extensive  appendix  presents  tables  of  signatures,  watermark  diagrams. 
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codes  of  private  printers  of  inflation  notes,  types  of  numbering  sys- 
tems and  a useful  table  keying  all  issues  to  other  specialist  cata- 
logues of  German  paper  money  as  well  as  to  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World 
Paper  Money 3 and  example  publishers  could  emulate  everywhere.  A short 
bibliography  of  related  specialist  books  completes  the  contents  of 
this  outstanding  publication. 


Reviewed  by  W.  A.  Haskell 


COLLECTION  OF  GEORGE  STEELE  SKILTON.  ELDER  1925.  118pp,  3214  lots, 

prices  realized,  bound  in  card  covers.  $15.00.  An  NI  publication. 
($10.00  postpaid  to  NI  members).  Numismatics  International,  P.  0.  Box 
30013,  Dallas,  TX  75230. 

About  a century  ago,  George  Steele  Skilton  put  together  in  barely  15 
years  one  of  the  greatest  collections  of  Mexican  coins,  medals  (pro- 
clamation pieces  especially)  and  tokens.  His  collection  of  other 
Hispanic-American  items  was  impressive.  George  Skilton  served  as  U. 

S.  Consul  in  Mexico  and  was  a prominent  railroad  builder  - one  of 
President  Diaz’s  "cientif icos" . He  had  the  run  of  the  jewelers,  banks 
and  the  Monte  de  Piedad,  and  was  able  to  buy  the  most  extraordinary 
hoards  and  individual  coins  for  little  over  bullion  value.  He  com- 
bined an  engineer's  orderly  approach  with  a connoisseur's  developed 
taste,  he  used  the  available  literature  effectively,  contributed  ar- 
ticles and  was  in  lively  touch  with  the  men  who  shared  his  interests, 
such  as  Benjamin  Betts. 

In  1885  he  left  Mexico,  quite  suddenly  set  aside  his  magnificent  col- 
lection, and  turned  rather  to  the  hobby  of  genealogy.  Forty  years 
later,  his  widow  consigned  the  long  dormant  collection  to  Thomas  Elder. 
The  thinning  cadre  of  collectors  who  knew  this  formidable  auctioneer 
will  perhaps  recall  his  claim  that  he  could  catalogue  faster  than  any 
colleague,  yet  as  accurately.  In  this  case,  however,  Tom  Elder  did 
his  homework  both  slowly  and  attentively  (as  he  points  out  in  the 
introduction) , and  the  3200-lot  catalogue  is  of  correspondingly  lasting 
value . 

Its  value  is  manifold.  It  reflects  relative  rarity  and  availability 
before  collectors  had  zeroed  in  and  before  the  reckless  vandalism  of 
the  great  1921  silver  melt.  It  is  a record  of  what  an  informed  and 
discriminating  collector  could  do,  faced  with  a virtually  limitless 
a-la-carte.  It  still  has  value  as  a serious  reference,  and  its  charm 
as  a nostalgia  item  is  evident. 

The  Elder  original  has  become  something  of  a collectors'  item,  so 
Numismatics  International  has  produced  a facsimile  copy. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


Erdogan  Atak.  ANT IK  ROMA  SIKKELERI  CATALOGU  (Catalog  of  Ancient  Roman 
Coins).  Hardback  (10"  x 13-1/2"),  156  pages  of  plates,  6 pages  en- 
largements. Map  of  Roman  Imperial  Mints.  93  pages  of  text,  intro- 
duction. Index  of  rulers.  Price  list  in  Swiss  francs  based  on  index 
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of  auction  catalogs  of  10  European  firms. 

This  work  of  Mr.  Atak  follows  exactly  the  same  line  as  his  work  on 
Greek  Coins  of  the  Ancient  World.  It  illustrates  a selection  of  coins 
and  medallions  of  every  ruler  (and  wife)  from  the  Aes  Grave  of  the 
Republic  through  Romulus  Augustus  in  the  West  and  Prereform  Anastasius 
of  the  Eastern  empire.  Rare  rulers,  e.g.  Zeno,  Leontius,  etc.  may  be 
represented  by  a single  coin;  those  with  length  reigns,  e.g.  Trajan, 
83,  a good  selection. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  coins  shown  are  superb  specimens  to  which 
the  plates  do  full  justice,  being  printed  on  heavy  clay  paper.  The 
book  itself  was  printed  in  Turkey  and  does  more  than  justice  to  that 
country's  progress  since  I was  there.  The  text,  again,  is  on  a much 
lower  grade  of  paper  (rough)  and  all  too  easy  to  tear. 

Coins  have  2 to  4 lines  of  text  in  Turkish  but  since  this  includes 
the  legends,  the  date,  and  often  the  Latin  words  of  the  description, 
the  book  is  easy  to  read  with  a small  hand  dictionary.  There  is  an 
attempt  to  cover  examples  of  the  overall  issues  of  each  ruler,  i.e. 
bronzes,  silver  and  gold,  and  of  the  later  rulers  the  various  imperial 
mints  distant  from  Rome.  Some  4011  coins  are  illustrated,  obverse 
and  reverse. 

No  attempt  is  made  to  deal  with  the  enormous  field  of  issues  on  the 
Constantinian  era  or  of  the  British  usurpers  and  so  on.  Indeed  in  a 
work  of  this  kind,  this  is  utterly  impossible. 

The  enlargements  are  all  obverse  portraits  and  are  superb.  Indeed, 
in  trying  to  sum  up  this  work,  I think  I would  characterize  it  as  a 
"Study  of  Roman  Imperial  Portraits".  To  the  extent  that  much  of  the 
Roman  coinage  was  accurate  portraiture,  insofar  as  that  was  then  pos- 
sible, I think  this  work  is  a valuable  addition  to  any  literature  on 
that  subject.  As  such  this  catalog  is  a worthwhile  addition  to  any 
numismatic  library  and  a must  for  anyone  interested  in  Roman  art  or 
history.  For  numismatics  in  Turkey  itself,  the  work  is  invaluable 
in  a field  where  so  few  numismatic  works  are  available  in  that 
language.  (There  are  just  a very  few  drawings  in  place  of  photos.) 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Adolph  Hess  Nachfolger.  SAMMLUNG  KLINGERT.  1910  auction  of  Russian 
coins  after  1700.  Reprint  1982  available  from  the  Russian  Numismatic 
Society,  P.  0.  Box  3013,  Alexandria,  VA  22302,  $30.00  postpaid.  (Spec- 
ial discount  to  NI  members,  $25.00  postpaid.) 

The  Frankfurt  firm  of  Adolph  Hess  Hachfolger  conducted  a series  of 
famous  Russian  auctions  during  the  25  years  following  1910.  The 
catalogues  have  still  decided  reference  value  and  in  some  ways  are 
comparable,  in  their  field,  to  the  great  Chapman  catalogues  of  the 
period.  By  now  all  are  scarce  or  rare. 

The  first  of  the  Hess  Russian  catalogues  was  of  the  Klingert  collec- 
tion, auctioned  in  1910.  Seventy-two  years  later  this  remains  the 
most  comprehensive  single  auction  catalogue  of  Russian  coins  from 
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1700  on.  Gustav  Klingert  belonged  to  the  colony  of  German  merchants 
who  had  been  based  for  generations  in  Moscow.  He  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  Moscow  Numismatic  Society.  For  several  decades  he  was 
known  and  respected  as  an  energetic  and  tasteful  collector  and  a 
discriminating  buyer. 

Of  the  3600  lots  in  the  Klingert  catalogue,  300  are  of  medals  concern- 
ing  individual  Russians  (Privatperonen) . This  element  in  itself  is  V 

one  of  the  most  complete  collections  to  be  offered  publicly.  But  the 
great  coin  collection's  scope  can  be  appreciated  by  the  fact  that  there  are 
94  gold  coins  of  Peter  I — almost  as  large  and  perhaps  on  balance  as 
significant  a group  as  the  103  pieces  listed  in  the  milestone  Christies 
Grand  Duke  Georgii  Mikhailovich  sale  of  1950  — and  no  less  than  264 
rubles  of  the  same  ruler.  The  cataloguing  is  crisp  and  precise. 

There  are  numerous  rarities  — the  unique  1795  Imperial  (Severin  350) , 
the  anomalous  1757  novodel  5-kopeck  piece  with  Catherine  II 's  cipher 
(Brekke  116,  but  rarer  than  he  proposes),  the  1827  portrait  pattern 
ruble,  &c.  Among  the  catalogue's  great  virtues,  however,  is  that  the 
price  structure  of  the  1910  market,  as  shown  in  the  prices  realized, 
turns  out  to  give  what  is  often  a surprisingly  illuminating  projection 
into  today's  relative  status,  in  terms  of  price,  of  the  close  to  total 
coverage  the  catalogue  embodies . 


This  classical  catalogue  has  been  reprinted  by  the  Russian  Numismatic 
Society.  The  104-page  text  and  the  12  plates  are  sturdily  bound  in 
stiff  card,  with  the  prices-realized  as  a separate  pamphlet,  for 
easier  use.  The  plates  are  reproduced  in  almost  perfect  fidelity  at 
a 300-screen. 


Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


Otto  Retowski.  DIE  MUENZEN  DER  GIREI.  1904.  340pp , 30  plates. 

1982  Reprint.  Available  from  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society,  P.  0. 
Box  3013,  Alexandria,  VA  22302,  $67.00  postpaid.  (Special  discount 
to  NI  members,  $57.50  postpaid.) 


Spink  and  Son  Ltd.  and  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society  have  jointly 
produced  a limited-edition  reprint  of  Otto  Retowski 's  standard  work 
on  the  coinage  of  the  Crimean  Tartar  Khans,  ’’Die  Muenzen  der  Girei". 


Otto  Retowski  was  a long-time  resident  of  the  Crimea  and  a life-long 
collector  of  the  coins  of  the  Crimean  Tartars . His  collection  grew 
to  be  the  world's  most  authoritative.  At  the  turn  of  the  century 
he  published  his  masterwork  serially  in  the  periodical  of  the  Moscow 
Numismatic  Society.  Shortly  after  it  came  out  in  book  form  in  a very 
small  edition,  of  which  hardly  any  copies  survive.  This  standard 
work  remains  unchallenged  to  the  present  day. 


The  founder  of  the  House  of  Girei,  Hadshi-Girei  (reigned  ca  1420- 
1466  AD)  began  coinage  in  the  Crimea  in  1444  AD.  The  last  Crimean 
Tartar  coinage  was  in  1783,  forty— five  Khans  later.  The  Girei  were 
members  of  the  Golden  Horde  branch  of  the  successors  of  Ghenghis  Khan. 
For  over  three  and  a half  centuries  they  ruled  under  Turkish  suzer- 
ainty. At  the  end,  their  final  ruler,  Shahin  Girei,  fell  under  Rus- 
sian influence,  a fact  reflected  in  the  last  years  of  his  coinage, 
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which  conformed  to  the  Russian  standard. 

The  340-page  catalogue  provides  a brief  history  of  each  Khan's  reign, 
the  circumstances  of  issue  of  his  coinage  and  a comprehensive  cata- 
logue and  thorough  description  of  his  issues.  There  are  a foreword 
and  epilogue,  together  with  30  plates  illustrating  nearly  500  coins  — 
all  of  the  principal  types  and  many  varieties.  The  plates  consist  of 
the  author's  meticulous  hand-drawn  reproductions,  a distinct  advant- 
age over  photos  in  the  case  of  this  generally  crude  coinage  in  which 
all  details  of  any  given  type  rarely  appear  in  toto  on  the  average 
coin.  Altogether  the  catalogue  is  a model  of  rigorous  scholarship, 
yet  readily  usable  by  the  amateur.  The  author's  German  is  remarkably 
clear  and  non-pedantic  and  presents  no  real  obstacle  to  the  reader 
without  German.  The  entire  work  is  of  interest  to  Orientalists  as 
well  as  to  Russian  specialists. 


Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 

********************************************************************* 


AN  "UNPUBLISHED"  MEDALLION  OF  ELAGABALUS  OF  ROME 


by  the  late  Larry  Devine , NI  # 1832 


LAODICEA  ad  MARE  ( Syria) , ca  218  A.D.,  AE30  Medallion , Laureated 
bust  of  Emperor  Elagabalus } 218-222.  Rev. : In  a facing  Quadriga , 
the  sacred  stone  of  Elagabals  shaded  by  four  parasols;  an  eagle 
with  wreath  in  beak  in  front  of  stone;  in  field  4£,  and  star  above. 
UNPUBLISHED  but  its  existence  is  mentioned  in  1971  Numismatic  Ch- 
ronicle , pg.  127.  This  example  is  in  Superb  Extremely  fine. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  desired  coin  - types  in  the  Greek  Imperial 
series.  This  is  the  first  city  through  which  this  spectacle  passed  on 
its  way  to  Rome!  Sitting  here,  holding  the  coins  that  shows  this  ill- 
fated  young  man  at  the  very  outset  of  his  journey  to  fame  and  fortune 
in  the  big  city,  one  cannot  help  but  ponder  the  somber  sensitive  and, 
yes,  even  touching  words  of  Seth  Stevenson  concerning  Elagabalus'  tragic 
meeting  with  death  less  than  four  years  later,  to  wit:  "Thus  perished, 
on  the  11th  of  March,  one  of  the  most  cruel,  debauched  and  shameless 
wretches  that  ever  disgraced  humanity  or  polluted  a throne,  after  a 
reign  of  three  years  and  nine  months,  disfigured  with  every  feature  of 
hideous  criminality  and  extravagant  folly  (the  last  stages  of  you  know 
what),  and  not  yet  having  attained  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age". 

(RRR,  and  ex-Hecht  Collection.) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

New  rules  for  use  of  this  page:  No  "for  sale"  type  notices  accepted. 

In  months  where  page  is  oversubscribed,  research  type  notices  will 
take  precedent  over  "wanted"  and  "trade"  type  notices.  All  members 
using  the  page  are  expected  to  make  a prompt  reply  to  all  responses, 
regardless  of  whether  you  still  need  the  items  or  information. 

Dean  Lindgren,  1325  "F"  Street,  Washougal,  WA  98671:  WANTED  - All 

coins  are  1919's  (VS  1976)  Nepal:  29.1  - lp , 30.1  - 2p , 31.1  - 5p  & 

35  - 5m.  All  coins  are  1919's  (VS  1975)  Kutch:  52  - 2-l/2k  & (VS 
1976)  5k. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Need  the  fol- 
lowing Freeman  Craig  & Co.  price  lists:  numbers  32,  39,  45,  48,  54  & 

58.  Will  pay  $2.00  cash  each  for  needs  or  trade  numbers  2,  3,  4,  5,  7, 
10  and  26 . 

Paul  Nadin-Davis,  Box  95,  Station  "A",  Ottawa  KIN  8V1  Canada:  WANTED  - 

a curious  jumble  of  items  to  fill  gaps  in  collections:  British  Maundy 

Money,  George  III,  type  IV  (1817-1820),  complete  set  with  uniform 
dates;  any  token,  medal,  etc.  from  a Canadian  firm  depicting  and/or 
advertising  angling  equipment;  New  Zealand  Shillings  1955,  1961,  must 
be  very  choice  full  UNC,  free  of  marks,  light  toning  acceptable;  GERM- 
ANY 5 Reichmarks , 1939B  only  (Swastika  Hindenburg) , UNC  or  better  only; 
GREAT  BRITAIN  - 3d  1842,  any  condition,  plus  any  information  thereon. 
Please  write  or  ship  registered  for  an  immediate  response. 

Dick  Hans com,  P.  0.  Box  2832,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707:  Young  couple  wishes 

to  legally  adopt  Caucasian  or  Oriental  infant.  If  you  area  or  country 
has  a surplus  of  adoptable  infants,  please  write.  Willing  to  travel 
to  accomplish  this. 

George  T.  Ryden,  Box  4428,  Pittsburgh,  Penna.  15205:  WANTED  TO  BUY  - 

German  Porcelain  Coinage,  especially  larger  multi-colored  pieces. 

A1  Tom,  Box  787,  San  Bruno,  CA  94066:  WANTED  - Taiwan  1965  mint  sets 

in  plastic  case  of  issue.  Paying  $20.  Also  need  the  single  silver 
issue.  Paying  $15  for  the  pair.  Y532  50q  AU-UNC.  Pay  $2. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  attribution  committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  Box  57,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  U.S.A.  Please  include  your  name,  full  address  and  NI  member- 
ship number. 

James  C.  Piracies,  1715  Logan  Ave.  South,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  55403: 
WANTED  - To  buy  or  trade  Papal  coins  (1400  to  1799)  for  my  collection. 

I am  also  interested  in  minor  coins  of  other  Italian  states  from  this 
period . 
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